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“I feel like this is my -
cﬂnlﬂﬁlﬂlﬂﬂ to “‘F’mr"'.l

says Bill Fleisher (front,

with fellow sleuths in \
their Philadelphia office). \!"
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assigned 15 cases a month. “The cases

Just kept on coming in, they never
says Fikaris, 47, “You had to
prioritize: What do I have to stay on top

what can | put to the side?” But

.‘1'-';-'1""';._“

'.l.r..-:lr'lfj
during the '90s the county experienced
asharp dip in homicides, freeing more
hours for cold cases. At the same time,
new technology, in particular the break-
throughs in DNA testing, made it seem
practical to reexamine old murders.
“When I worked these cases, we didn't
knoww
wasn't as advanced as it is today,” says
Tommy Thomas, 60, a veteran detective
who became sheriffof Harris Countvin
1995, “It was a different day.”

Without any real role models when
the squad started, Wedgeworth and
Fikaris made up the rules as they went

hat DNA was and ballistic testing
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At monthly meetings of tf

CRIME-FIGHTING
LUNCH BUNCH
Philadelphia’s Vidocq Society -

tries to make sure that bad G

ety, held at Philadelpk
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guys get their just desserts

Crime-scene photos and evidence are presented b
tions are asked—and answered. “You name It, W
Flelsher, 59, a former U.S. Customs agent who 13
(named for the 19th-century master criminal who bec

bers compns

branch of Paris's police). With 160 membe I
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in law enforcement—from FBI agents to pa
Fleisher, “is to offer advice and stimulate the peopie wi
Of the 150 cases Vidocq has analyzed in the past f
80 percent—but proving it in court Is a different thing
successes include two murder convictions, “Peoplé who s e
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they're the last advocate for the deceased,” says !
of Vidocq's board and a former Philadelphia homiciae HEuterians. -

very reluctant to put cases away and admit they can
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